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OSU MASS TIMBER LAB WILL

SUPPORT SCIENCES
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SCHEDULED TO OPEN in 2026, the 3-story,

150,000-square-foot  Collaborative Innovation

Complex (CIC) at Oregon State University (OSV)
will be a futuristic research laboratory and tech-

nology and teaching center.

The $200 million complex in Corvallis, Oregon,
will support the advancement of sciences with a
semiconductor lab, extended-reality theater, and
a robotics and drone playground. In addition, fac-
ulty and students will focus on critical global chal-
lenges such as climate science and sustainability.
The design of the site kickstarts these initiatives
by incorporating mass timber for the first time in

laboratory spaces on the West Coast.




The goal of the project is to design sustainable,
flexible spaces that will foster the next generation
of researchers and entrepreneurs through collabo-
rative and impactful learning experiences. From a
code and fire safety perspective, breaking ground
on an innovative site comes with unusual challeng-

es—many of which the code has not yet addressed.

The project team delivers options for safety with
alternate means protection measures that keep a
building’s occupants safe during a fire emergen-
cy. The team showed the jurisdiction that open
stairs using deep wood beams allowed safe egress
and that wood was not a hazard with the highly

flammable materials that will be used in some

of the labs.

To foster the interactive nature of this innovative

education experience, the open entry lobby and
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the separation of the hazardous materials labs be-
came primary code concerns, with exposed wood

as the theme of human environment.

The open entry lobby with its 3-story wood stairs
will be used as a means of egress, and 1 of the 2
exit stairs will open into that lobby, providing safe
egress and a welcoming use of the stairs to the lab
floors above. Mass timber will also protect a super-
computer as well as the flammable hazardous ma-
terials that will be used as the technology evolves.
Mass timber, with its rigidity and robustness, also

allowed the openness to reconﬂgure labs.

Seeing the safety benefits of mass timber allowed
the jurisdiction to accept the human and environ-
mentally friendly design with the tech-intensive

spaces the client wanted to provide. ()




