
CASE STUDY: 619 PONCE

GEORGIA-GROWN: OFFICE BUILDING 
FOCUSES ON SUSTAINABILITY AND THE 
REGIONAL ECONOMY

PROJECT OWNER: JAMESTOWN, L.P.

PROJECT LOCATION: 619 PONCE DE LEON AVE, ATLANTA, GA 30308

COMPLETION DATE: MARCH 15, 2024

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER: HANDEL ARCHITECTS

MASS TIMBER ENGINEER/MANUFACTURER: STRUCTURECRAFT 
(ENGINEER)/SMARTLAM NORTH AMERICA (MANUFACTURER)

GENERAL CONTRACTOR: JE DUNN

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: DESIMONE & STRUCTURECRAFT

MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, AND PLUMBING: INTROBA

OTHER CONTRACTORS: MALMBERG PROJECTS (CONSULTANT TO 
OWNER); ASPECT STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS (ADVISER)

619 PONCE IS a 4-story mass timber loft office 
building at Ponce City Market in Atlanta, Georgia, 
developed by Jamestown, a design-focused real 
estate investment and management firm. The 
building, which includes 87,000 square feet of 
office space and 27,000 square feet of retail 
space, was constructed with Georgia-grown tim-
ber, and it is targeting Leadership in Energy and 
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Environmental Design (LEED) v4 Core and Shell 
certification and Fitwel certification.

Though most timber for mass timber construction 
is sourced from Canada, Austria, or Germany, 
Jamestown is using timber sourced and produced 
locally. Jamestown’s use of Georgia-grown timber 
and a regional supply chain—a first for mass tim-
ber construction in Georgia—reduces the project’s 
transportation emissions and the overall environ-
mental impact of its construction, maximizing the 
sustainability benefits of mass timber and growing 
the regional economy.

The building’s columns, beams, and floor slabs are 
made of Southern Yellow Pine (SYP) harvested 
from Georgia forests, including from timberland 
Jamestown owns and sustainably manages near Co-
lumbus, Georgia. Jamestown owns and sustainably 
manages more than 100,000 acres of timberlands 
across Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, New 
York, Pennsylvania, and Indiana under the 2022 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Forest Manage-
ment Standard that provides third-party verification 
of sustainable forestry management.

The timber was transported to Georgia-Pacific’s 
sawmill in Albany, Georgia, where it was convert-

ed into lumber. The lumber was then transported 
to SmartLam North America’s mass timber plant 
in Dothan, Alabama, where it was made into 
Cross-Laminated Timber (CLT) panels and glulam 
columns, beams, and purlins.

Some glulam members required additional fab-
rication before installation, and they were trans-
ported to a specialty timber facility in Rockwood, 
Tennessee, before they were transported to the 
site for installation. The timber gravity structure 
was erected on-site at Ponce City Market by Struc-
tureCraft and JE Dunn, with full building comple-
tion expected in early 2024.

The project aims to leverage best practices for ma-
terial specification and prioritize human health by 
minimizing chemicals of concern in building ma-
terials with a special focus on interior high-touch 
elements. Material selections, like mass timber 
accented by a natural zinc facade, prioritize the 
reduction of embodied carbon and support the 
local economy by sourcing materials from within 
100 miles when possible. 

StructureCraft worked with Jamestown and Han-
del Architects to evaluate the carbon impact of the 
final project design of the timber elements com-
pared with a concrete baseline. The timber gravity 
system in the final design resulted in an almost 75 
percent reduction in carbon emissions when com-
pared with the equivalent concrete gravity system, 
even when carbon captured by the trees during 
their growth is ignored.

When that embedded carbon is included, the 
gravity system for the final building has a net 
negative 1,266 tons of carbon emissions—equiva-
lent to eliminating about 300 cars from the road 
for a year.
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