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CASE STUDY: T3 ATX EASTSIDE

MODERN TIMBER MEETS EAST AUSTIN GRIT

PROJECT OWNER: HINES / KINDER FOUNDATION

PROJECT LOCATION: E 4TH AND WALLER ST, AUSTIN, TX 78702

COMPLETION DATE: NOVEMBER 15, 2023

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER: DLR GROUP

MASS TIMBER ENGINEER/MANUFACTURER: NORDIC

GENERAL CONTRACTOR: HARVEY CLEARY

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER: MAGNUSSON KLEMENCIC ASSOCIATES

MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, AND PLUMBING: ALVINE

OTHER CONTRACTORS: QUIDDITY (JONES & CARTER) (CIVIL),  TBG 
PARTNERS (LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT)

BUILT WITH A braced mass timber superstruc-
ture, T3 ATX Eastside is the first timber office and 
residential development in the southern part of the 
United States. This T3—timber, transit, technolo-
gy—building is on the east side of Austin, Texas, 
an area that is seeing tremendous redevelopment 
targeted at a growing younger population, rede-
fining work-life harmony. The development spans 
92,000 square feet and features office space 
across 3 floors, and 15 residential corporate suites. 
The first floor also includes a flexible amenities 
program for tenants and residents.

Within a short walk of Austin’s downtown core and 
with a transit stop only a few blocks away, T3 ATX 

T3 ATX EASTSIDE IS A SHORT WALK FROM AUSTIN’S DOWNTOWN CORE
Source: DLR Group; Credit: Connor Steinkamp
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Eastside celebrates the industrial history of the 
site, reflecting on the materiality and refinement 
of metal and wood. Each facade answers the sur-
rounding neighborhood in a unique and tailored 
fashion, grounding the property at a human scale 
and washing patrons in the warm richness of wood 
that few modern live-and-work buildings have. Ad-
ditionally, the high-performance building facades 
are optimized for their exposure. As an example, the 
west facade features perforated metal external sun-
shades that shave cooling loads and mitigate glare.

The exposed, raw beauty of timber has been linked to 
enhancing mental and emotional health, in addition 
to its sustainability benefits. Inside T3 ATX Eastside, 
the material palette layers the exposed timber struc-
ture and rich terra-cotta brick with cold-rolled steel, 
breaking down the boundaries between inside and 
outside, providing users with a sense of well-being to 
perform at their optimal capacity. Bold and colorful 
art moments by commissioned neighborhood art-
ists further reinforce the building’s connection to its 
place. With the evolution of T3 into the residential 
space, corporate guests can experience the comforts 

of home surrounded by the inviting, organic warmth 
and beauty of the exposed engineered wood. 

The building’s amenities create an environment 
akin to an urban loft, while the modern building 
systems and technological infrastructure support 
the needs of high-tech tenants and contemporary 
residents. Due to its small footprint, the design 
approach required abstract thinking and drew 
inspiration from the adjacent railways and the 
connectivity of train cars. Amenity spaces are pro-
grammed with moving parts and pieces that create 
a multiuse, adaptable work-lounge destination 
with the ability to flex as the users’ needs demand.

Anchored by sustainably sourced wood, T3 ATX 
Eastside offers a lower carbon footprint and embod-
ied carbon advantage than traditional concrete or 
steel construction, totaling a potential carbon ben-
efit of about 3,200 metric tons of carbon dioxide, 
equivalent to taking 982 cars off the road for a year 
or saving the energy to operate 341 homes for a year.

This case study has not been fact-checked, but it has 
been edited for length, clarity, grammar, and style. 

LEFT — THE MATERIAL PALETTE OF T3 ATX EASTSIDE LAYERS THE EXPOSED TIMBER 
STRUCTURE AND RICH TERRA-COTTA BRICK WITH COLD-ROLLED STEEL

RIGHT — T3 ATX EASTSIDE IN AUSTIN, TX 
Source: DLR Group; Credit: Connor Steinkamp
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